
~BONN FOUR REASONS NOT TO 

-..,.'W}a/W FEED DUCKS AND GEESE 

Many people Uke to leecl wlld ducks and geese but what seems like klndnea 

can be very barmlul. Here are several good reasons not to leed them: 

1. RUMAN FOOD IS NOT 

GOOD FOR WATERFOWL 

Buman food b junk food for ducks and 1eese. It 
Jaeks minerah needed to make strong, healthy 
waterfowL Overfed, undernourished waterfowl 
ndfer from more llln•• and dilleue. 

2. PARASITESINWATERFOWL 

CAUSE SWIMMERS ITCH 

Tiny paruite• which live buide waterfowl releue their eggs 
into the water. The larvae then burrow Into water snail• and 
arow into a Jaraer form which can then dig into a swimmer. 
When the parasite• die under the •kin, nrimmen may 1et an 
itchy allerlic rub. Too manywaterfowl often mean 
nrimmen itch. 

3 • FEEDING WATERFOWL CAN 

INTERFERE WITH NATURE 

Feeding waterfowl can artili-- increase their 
population. Feecllq also encoarqe• waterfowl to 
"over-winter" in lake• and poadll1 interrupting their 
natural migration pattern•. When they day tbroaah 
the winter the result can be an unhealthy build-up of 
duck and goose poop. 

4 • INCREASED NtJTRIENTS CAUSE 

ALGAE AND WEED GROWTH 

Waterfowl wane pollute• both water and nrroaacliag 
beaches. Too many nutrients from the•e droppinp 
lertiliu murky green algae bloOlllll and afluatic weecb1 
which crowd out other plant• and animal•. Lake• and 
ponds choked with af1uatlc weeds make itcllfBcult or 
impouible for nrimmiag and lisbing. 

OTHER WAYS TO ENJOY WD.DLIFE 
U you enjoy feeding wild geese, ducks, birch, and other 
animals, there are •everal petting ZOOll and parks tbroapoat 
Pierce County. Tbe Audubon Soeiety oller• many programs 
for bird entbusiuta. 


